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Abstract. An historical account is given of the smut fungus, Ustacystis waldsteiniae, which is 

parasitic on members of Rosaceae. This is followed by a short characterisation of the 
unispecific genus Ustacystis, and a detailed, illustrated description of U. waldsteiniae. 
Synonyms of the genus and species, host plant range and geographic distribution are 
also provided. 
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